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Issue 4447, April 2018 
 

Next club meeting: April 23rd, 2018, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 
 

Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  
 
April has been a busy month for the club, with several 
things happening in the background.  The club has 
earned its Gold club status for the third year is a row, 
thanks to our programs, safety emphases, and 
compliance with AMA guidelines. Thanks to Ed 
Kettler for running point on this project.  Additionally 
the Corp of Engineers completed their annual field 
inspections and I am pleased to announce that we 
passed without any issues on their visit.  This is the 
second year we have passed without any discrepancies. 
This is an indication, that club and Corp policies are 
being followed, that members are doing those little 
extra things that add up to relationship building with 
the Corp.  Big thanks to our grounds crew who have 
the field looking great. You only get one chance to 
make a first impression and they continually make the 
best first impression to our guest. 
Upcoming events for April include an SPA (Senior 
Pattern Association) on the 21st.  If you want to 
improve you’re flying skills, and master that second 
channel on the throttle lever, also known as the 

rudder, I highly encourage your participation at this 
event.  If you don’t want to compete, then come out 
and watch.   
May events will include the annual Warbirds over 
Benbrook, gathering on May 19th. Ed Kettler is the CD 
for this event and its going to be a good one.  May will 
also have a general membership meeting at the field 
with less talking and more flying.  Joey at JT’s will 
provide an overview of turbines followed by a demo.  
So bring a plane or two, so we can fly together.   
Speaking of events, our very own Gary James has 
requested to possibly host two-pole pylon racing 
events on the following dates at the field, Sept 15th and 
Nov 3 or the 10th.  This will be a topic of discussion 
during the next membership meeting at Buffalo West 
on the 23 April 2018. 
It’s starting to get warm but still windy, so please 
remember to hydrate, and please remember fire 
safety.  
See you soon 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Rob Lowe 

 
Hello Thunderbirds!  Can you believe we are working 
our way through spring and into summer?  It will be 
HOT before we know it.  I hope you are getting some 
good flying days in.  I know James has detailed all the 
activities and items going on with the club and the officers 
this last month.  It has been busy and we are making 
some good progress. 
  
I am still looking for members who have great techniques 
and experience with managing batteries/power 
systems for electric aircraft as well as someone who is 
great at iron-on covering.  Could that be you?  Please 
contact me! 
  

Lastly, I thought I'd tell you about a great experience I 
had recently related to building a scale plane.  I have an 
old House of Balsa F-86 that I built back in the last 
century (yeah that sounds really old!).  It was originally a 
nitro ducted fan.  I have been working recently to update 
it and convert it to an electric ducted fan (EDF).  When I 
first built the plane, I chose to model it after a picture I 
found in a library of an F-86 from the 93rd Fighter 
Interceptor Squadron (FIS) based in Albuquerque, NM 
(ABQ) in the 50s.  I was raised in ABQ and lived there 
when I built this model.  It was a black and white picture 
that I have since lost track of over the years.  As I have 
been researching recently the specific aircraft I modeled 
(isn't Google wonderful?), I ran across a color picture of 
the very same aircraft.  The picture was taken from a 
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wingman during a currency sortie from ABQ.  The photo 
was in an internet publication out of England and the 
photo credit had a name.  I began chasing down that 
name and discovered the person was actually the 
wingman who took the picture!  He was assigned to the 
93rd FIS following a combat tour in Korea where he was 
part of the first all-Jet dogfight in history where a jet was 
shot down.  He didn't get the kill in that fight, but got a 
few shots off at another Mig-15.  He was later in the 93rd 
FIS for about 16 months and had flown the plane I 
modeled a number of times even though it was not his 
"assigned" aircraft.  You might wonder how I learned all 
these details about this pilot?  After leaving the Air Force 
following his assignment to the 93rd FIS, he went on to be 
an airline Captain for TWA for a full career.  Google 
found me an address from the retired TWA pilots 
association and with no email address, I wrote an old 
fashioned letter to him.  He actually got it and called me!  
He is 89 now and doing very well.  We had a great 
conversation and I got speak to a combat veteran who 
actually flew an aircraft I was modeling!  He was excited 
to hear that I had also found the official USAF accident 

report where this aircraft met its demise later at 
Chicago's O'Hare airport when the pilot landed about 
200 feet short of the runway and ripped the nose gear 
out.  The plane skidded from the dirt onto the runway 
surface and went approx. 2000 ft down the runway before 
coming to a stop.  Fortunately the pilot was not hurt nor 
did he eject. 
  
In the end, while we build models for the fun and 
satisfaction of building and flying, our hobby and love for 
aviation sometimes allows us to cross paths with someone 
you never expected.  I was blessed to have that experience 
recently and was honored to thank him for his service!  
Oh yeah, PS - He is looking through his pictures and 
promised to share some from the 93rd FIS days with me!  
I may have just won the lottery! 
  
I hope you've had equally rewarding experiences recently 
with your RC planes!  Here is my virtual low-pass salute 
to you Thunderbirds!  See ya at the field! 
 

Proud to be on your team.  Rob Lowe 

 
 
March 26th Meeting Minutes: by Mike Schroeder 
 
James started the meeting at 7:00pm by thanking all for 
the thoughts and prayers during his illness.  
 

Recap of Events 
 

AED training on March 4: The club now has 12 
members who are AED and CPR certified. Thanks to 
the instructor Tom Lee and Grace Lutheran Church. 
Other classes may be offer if there is interest. Thanks to 
those who attend and let us know if anyone has interest 
in getting trained. 
 

WAMS SWAP Meet: Looks like some T-birds were 
successful in getting rid of some things while others 
added some things to their collection.  
 

Upcoming Events  
 

Senior Pattern Event:  21 April 2018 
This is a one day event and pilot registration fee is 
$20.00. Please sign up on line at: 
http://www.seniorpattern.com 
Pilot briefing at 9:00am, flight start soon thee after 
Grand Raffle prize is a new radio 
Contact Ken Knotts or Gary Alphin for more 
information 
 

New Pilot Training: 

Thursdays from 4:00pm to dark, several new students 
have already attended. Thanks to our returning 
instructors.  
Thanks to former student John Whatley for donating a 
ready to fly Avistar Select, complete with radio and 
carrying case. Thanks John.  
 

Summary of Reports 
 

Safety Report: Ed Kettler said the case for the AED 
will be mounted where the black mail box is on the 
signal board. This way it will be protected from the sun 
and weather. Thanks to all those who went to the 
training course.  
The Field Crew requested that you clean up all parts of 
any crashed plane. Please do not leave any parts as the 
lawn crew does not like mowing over them. Place all 
crashed parts in the trash can or take the crashed parts 
back home. 
All in the approach, Ed wants us to think about how you 
approach someone when you have a safety issue. Try 
and have a nice conversation, please do not start off the 
conversation in a negative manner. Watch out when you 
walk in to the field as the ants are out. 
 

Treasury Report: Chris Berardi reported that Tom 
Lee the AED-CPR trainer suggested that the club might 
have a class in Advance First Aid Training. This would 
be the next step for those who have been trained to use 
the AED. 
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Presently there are 142 members, with 12 Family and 1 
new member (Rusty Brawner) Welcome to the club 
Rusty. 
 

Bank Account status: with the Bank changing its name 
because of the merger there is a difference of $800.00 in 
the clubs favor in the account. Chris is going to look into 
this and meet with the bank. Bank account is in good 
standing, if you would like more account details please 
get with Chris or one of the club officers. Not many 
expenses this month with only the mower service being 
the biggest cost. New checks have been ordered. 
 
Badges for new members were sent out and button 
badges were printed for new members. If anyone wants 
one just ask Chris. 
  

The Club is looking at having promotional items like; 
general shirt printed, belt buckle and a challenge coin. 
The whole idea is promote membership involvement in 
the club. Question was asked if we can order more Polo 
shirts like the ones we already wear. The club can do 
that and will get with members regarding an order. 
 

Secretary Report: Mike Schroeder 

A motion was made to not read last month’s club 
minutes by Ken Knotts and 2nd by Rob Lowe. The 
motion was passed to not read last month minutes. Last 
month’s minutes are in the club’s March newsletter 
which is posted on the club website.  

 

Vice President Report: Rob Lowe spoke about having 
a club meeting at the flying field and will let members 
know when. The club would like to have Joey from JT 
Hobbies come out to give us the ends and outs of big jet 
planes. If possible Joey will do a flying demo.  
If anyone can give a presentation for club meetings the 
club is looking for volunteers. If you have a talent and 
are good at something please volunteer to give a short 
presentation. We have some folks who are new to the 
hobby and it would be great to teach them some of our 
skills. (Weathering, mono coat covering, electric motor 
power, kill switch, and approach to landing)  Please 
contact Rob if you can do a demo.  
 

President Report: James Meadows presented a plaque 
to Gary Cummings who served as Vice President for 
three years: 2015, 2016 and 2017. Thanks Gary for your 
service and being a volunteer as a club officer.  
 

Newsletter Editor: Woody Lake took the time to talk 
to us about sun screen and his recent surgery to remove 
skin cancer from the top of his head. 15 to 20 stitches 
this time and still he has two more surgeries to go. Please 
start to wear sunscreen now so you don’t get skin 

cancer.  Thanks Woody for telling us and not showing 
the club your scar, we will count this as a Show and Tell 
anyway.   
 

Float Fly at Camp Joy: 5 August 2018 Time 9:00 until 
it gets too hot to fly. The Float Fly overhead costs are 
going up as Fort Worth City increase the park 
reservation fee by fifty dollars along with other things 
that are incurred with this event. If you have anything 
that can be donated as a prize for the raffle or would like 
to sponsor the Float Fly event please contact Woody or 
Mel. 
 

Show and Tell 
 
Bernie Olson showed us his scratch built Legion Air 
glider. There are no kits anymore so you have to get a 
set of plans and start cutting out the pieces. The plane 
has a 141 inch wingspan weighing in at 68 ounces. 
Bernie had the ribs laser cut after he drew them up in 
auto cad. The fuselage is a carbon fiber rod with a 
molded fuselage that Bernie had to make the mold for. 
The 2nd Sunday of every month Dallas club is coming 
over and using the WAMS club field to have a soaring 
event.  
 

Gary Rife passed out an estate sale/RC garage sale list of 
planes and the prices for each plane. The planes are in 
Arlington, cash or PayPal. Please contact Gary if you 
want more information on these planes.  
 
Presentation 3D printed plane: Grant could not be at the 
meeting, so James proposed to sing for five minutes. 

Motion did not pass. 
 

Old Club Business 
 
Update on Start-Up area expansion. This way the start 
up stands will be on concrete. The club has an estimate 
of what the material would cost to pour concrete (10’X 
60’) on both sides where the start up stands are located 
now. Close to $9800 for material. The board will begin 
looking for contractor bids, and get with the Corp on 
advancing with this project.  
 
The board is working on the 5 year plan that the Corp 
requested as to what projects the Thunderbirds club is 
thinking about. If you have any suggestion please 
contact a board member. Review the project list of items 
that have been proposed. 
AED will come off the project list as we have purchased 
it.  
 
Ramp Expansion, Helipad, Line Control area, Shed 
Update, Larger Shed, Enclose some of the covered 
shelter area, Extend current runway, Tree Removal, and 
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Generator. Some of these items will be pending the club 
lease renewal.  
What else would you like to see on the project list? 
Again no one is allowed to trim trees; we only lease the 
concrete area.  
 

New Club Business 
 
Annual Corp of Engineer Inspection will be sometime in 
April. 
Some of the items to be inspected 
Overall housekeeping of the property, please make sure 
we clean up, Safety, Plumbing, Electrical 
The best way to pass is be really clean before the Corp 
comes out.  
If anyone knows of a Plumber or Electrician please 
contact James. 
 

Bench Tables: Just a reminder to keep the models that 
need fuel off the tables as the fuel ruins the table top. 

 

Youth Deer Hunt: Corps of Engineers request for a 
Youth Rifle Deer Hunt. The Corps asked if the 
Thunderbirds club could be close during this event time. 
There will be four youth hunters on position lanes of 
hunts with adult guidance. Proposed dates would be 
October 27-28, November 10-11, and November 17-18. 
Discussion by the club was for the club to be closed all 
day November 17 and until noon November 18. James 
will follow up with the Corps and let them know that the 
17 and 18 will not conflict with any schedule events at 
the field.  
We do not know if this is a onetime event or will become 
an annual item. 
 

5 Year Plan: Asking for club member input as to what 

the club would like to present to the Corps. Please 

send your suggestion to a board member. Quad racing 

course, bathroom, club house. 

 

Visitors:  
Brian Lowe 

Peter  

Tom Benke 

Rusty Brawner, now a new member 

 
Raffle 

 
Clarence - 3 cell battery 
Fredrick - Epoxy  
Sarge - CA glue 
Ed- Safety starter stick 
Brian Lowe- CA glue 
Brian Lowe- Hinge sheet 

Ed- Fuel 10% 
Brian Lowe- PT26 Pea 
Shooter plane 
Clarence- Fuel cap fittings 
Gary Rife- CA glue 
Sarge- Power Fuel  

Sarge- Steel rods 
Mel- Rubber band 
 
Brian Lowe- PT2 wing kit/ 
or box of balsa 

 
Meeting over 8:05 

 

Treasurer Report: by Chris Beradi 

 

No report this month. 
Safety: by Ed Kettler 

 

It has been chilly and windy, but with daylight saving time we now have more opportunity to go out in the evening and enjoy 
our flying addiction. Most of us haven’t really flown in months, so we need to check out our aircraft, radios, equipment and 
batteries to make sure we are ready for the flying season.  
 
One of the major causes of spring engine problems is stale fuel. For glow fuels, once you open the seal moisture starts to get 
into the fuel and it doesn’t produce as much power, and sometimes needling is difficult. I am not sure what the equivalent is 
for gas, but “it goes bad” too. Maybe the best bet is to feed the fire ants and head to the local hobby shop for a fresh can; it 
will be $25 well invested, especially if you could lose a plane in the process. 
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Modern chargers are wonderful devices for prepping your batteries and giving diagnostic information. A good practice is to 
write the installation date on the battery, so several years later when you long forgotten when you bought the plane, you 
have a handy note. NiMH are pretty reliable, but I have seen notes that say three years of regular use/500-1000 cycles is to 
be expected, IF THEY ARE STORED IN A COOL DRY PLACE! My garage doesn’t necessarily qualify for cool in the 
Texas summer.  My LiFe batteries on my P-47 are supposed to be good for 300 cycles and three years, so I will be 
monitoring usage and charging closely. Please consult the manufacturer’s site and other reliable sources on how to test your 
batteries. 
 
Don’t neglect your transmitter battery either. I have experienced the absolute terror of a low battery alert on my 
transmitter, and have seen a plane go down due to transmitter shutdown. 
 
Fly safe, and have FUN!! 
 

Senior Pattern SPA Contest  
 
The spring SPA contest will be held this weekend, April 21st, at Thunderbird Field. Gary Alphin and Ken Knotts have been 
CO-CDs for this event the past nine years. If you’ve never seen this flying event make it a point to attend. Who knows you 
may be one the new SPA pilots at the fall contest. 
 

 
2011 
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2014 

 
2016 

 
2017 
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Thunderbirds Warbird Flyin History 
  
Our first Warbird Flyin was in May 1995 and had a grand total of 13 registered. Our CD commander was Woody Lake and 
aided by Terry Thorpe. Since that initial event registered pilots have grown in number to a high of 74 and over 125 aircraft. 
One year we were fortunate to have pilots from all five states in District VIII. This event is an open flyin to all types of 
warbirds, fixed or rotary wing. Woody retired in 2013 after surgery and Ed Kettler stepped up to the plate to continue this 

popular tradition. This year marks the 23rd year and we’re still going strong. A special “thank you” to all the support 

people that helped make this fly-in a reality. The following are some photos from years past: 
 

1995 – 2000       2005 

  
2006        2008 

  
2011       2013 
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2013        2015 

  
 
2016        2017 

  
 

Day at the Field 

 

 
Grant’s camo job on his P-47  Woody’s P-40B - maiden flight great, just some minor trim changes 
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RC Aerobatics: Fly the Cuban-8: by Model Airplane News  

  

 

This precision aerobatic maneuver looks like a figure-S lying on its side. It consists of a 3/4 loop with a 1/2, roll as the plane 
flies inverted downward at a 45·degree angle, followed by another ¾ loop and another 1/2 roll during the second descending 
angle. It is especially impressive when performed close to the ground. 
 
STEPS TO SUCCESS 
 
Step 1 Start the maneuver by flying at full power, straight and level, with the wind or downwind. Apply up-elevator as if 
you’re going to do a loop. 
Step 2 Continue the loop until the plane is inverted and heading downward at a 45·degree angle. As the plane goes over the 
top of the loop, release elevator and reduce power; if you don’t, it will pull the plane off to one side during the roll. Be sure 
to keep the wings level during the loop. 
Step 3 Apply ailerons and roll upright. After doing the roll, let the plane continue downward until it is at the same altitude 
as when you started the maneuver. 
Step 4 Add throttle and up-elevator to start the second half of the maneuver and perform another loop and 1/2, roll and 
finish the maneuver in the same way as you did the first half. 
Step 5 When you exit, you should be flying in the same direction and at the same altitude as when you started. 
 
PRO TIPS 
 
As you become more proficient, make the loops larger and pause for a second before the roll. Try to place each roll at the 
same altitude so the maneuver looks symmetrical. 
Try a reverse Cuban-S and do the roll first. Start at a safe altitude, and apply up-elevator to make the plane climb at a 45-
degree angle. Roll to inverted, decrease throttle to idle and pull up-elevator until the plane completes the first part of the 
loop. Recover, then increase power and do the other half of the maneuver in the same way you did the first. 

 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2018 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
April   SPA Contest 
 
May 19th    Warbirds Over Benbrook   Ed Kettler 
 
June    Old Farts Fly-in     Ken Knotts 
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August 5th   Summer Float Fly (Sunday)   Woody Lake 
 
September 22 – 23  SPA West Competition 
October 12-14  Alliance AirShow 
 
October 20   TEX Electric Fly     Tom Blakeney 

 
November 4th  Winter Float Fly     Mel Wells 
 
November 24th  Toys for TOTS     Steve Ehlers 
 
December 8th  Christmas Party 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Rob Lowe 

E-Mail: fourglowe@aol.com 

 

Secretary:  Mike Schroeder 

E-Mail: 

bellairemikeschroeder@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Chris Berardi 

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Ed Kettler 

E-Mail: ed.kettler@gmail.com 
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake 

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net 

 
Club Officers 2018 

 

                            
Pres: James Meadows    VP: Rob Lowe             Sec: Mike Schroeder   Safety: Ed Kettler     Treas: Chris Berardi 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

          
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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Proposed Projects Chart 
 
 

 

   

 
Please remember to use the exhaust deflectors when starting turbine aircraft. 
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FW Thunderbirds Events 
 
 

APRIL        MAY 

 
 
 


